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2020: A BANNER YEAR FOR JFW 
ACCLAIM AND AWARDS

2020 Organizational Leadership Award 

2020 Wine Star Awards 

Winemaker of the Year: Greg Brewer

Top 100 Wines of 2020

Giant Steps 2019 Yarra Valley Chardonnay (95 pts)

Top 100 Cellar Selection 

La Jota Vineyard Co. 2016 Cabernet Franc (96 pts)

Copain 2018 Skycrest Chardonnay (95 pts)

Hickinbotham 2017 Brooks Road Shiraz (95 pts)

Top 100 Best Buys of 2020

Kendall-Jackson 2019 Vintner’s Reserve Sauvignon Blanc (90 pts)

Top 100 Winery of the Year

Cambria Estate Winery

Top Wines of 2020 

Yangarra Estate Vineyard 2016 High Sands Grenache (94 pts)

Copain 2016 Les Voisins Syrah (95 points)

Top 100 Wines of 2020

Vérité 2017 La Joie (100 pts)

Brewer-Clifton 2018 Hapgood Pinot Noir (98 pts)

Hartford Court 2017 Seascape Vineyard Pinot Noir (96+ pts)

2020 Green Company of the Year

Top 100 Wines Of 2020

Hartford Court 2018 Russian River Valley Chardonnay (92 pts) 

Maggy Hawk 2017 Jolie Pinot Noir, Anderson Valley (95 pts)

La Crema 2018 Willamette Valley Pinot Noir (92 pts)

Mt. Brave 2017 Cabernet Sauvignon, Mt. Veeder (95 pts) 

Top 100 Values

Cambria 2018 Katherine’s Vineyard Chardonnay (92 pts)

Top 100 U.S. Wines in 2020

Vérité 2017 La Muse (98 pts)

Vérité 2017 Le Désir (98 pts)

Anakota 2017 Helena Dakota Cabernet Sauvignon (97 pts) 

Caladan 2017 Cabernet Franc (97 pts)

Freemark Abbey 2016 Sycamore Vineyard Cabernet Sauvignon (96 pts)

Top 100 Wines of Australia 2020

Yangarra Estate Vineyard 2019 High Sands Grenache (100 pts) 

Giant Steps 2019 Wombat Creek Vineyard Chardonnay (97 pts) 

Yangarra Estate Vineyard 2018 Ovitelli Grenache (98 pts)

Giant Steps 2019 Applejack Vineyard Chardonnay (97 pts) 

Hickinbotham 2018 The Peake Cabernet-Shiraz (97 pts)
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Jackson Family Wines has seen a tremendous amount 

of progress since launching our first sustainability goals 

more than five years ago. We’ve achieved a 17.5% absolute 

reduction in our companywide carbon footprint since 2015, 

we use half as much water to produce a gallon of wine than 

we did 10 years ago, and we are the largest generator of 

on-site renewable energy in the wine industry. These are 

big, measurable steps that we are proud to have taken in a 

very short period of time.

As the company continues to step up our response to the 

climate crisis, the Sustainability Team, in partnership with 

more than 75 employees across every department, worked 

throughout last year to develop a robust 2030 Resiliency 

Plan to rise to this challenge. This 10-year plan will help 

ensure the company is doing our part to fight climate 

change, create a positive social impact, and support the Jackson family’s long-term vision for a sustainable future. The Plan has 

created a path forward to address key areas of risk and opportunity - including GHG emissions reductions, climate adaptation 

and mitigation through our land use and farming activities, enhancing water resiliency and growing our social impact – by setting 

meaningful science-based targets and laying out a roadmap for improvement in each area. 

The JFW Resiliency Plan outlines a commitment to make an absolute emissions reduction of 50% by 2030 and become climate 

positive by 2050 across Scopes 1-3. This is what the scientific community agrees is necessary to avoid the worst impacts of 

climate change by mid-century, and ensure a stable planet for future generations. As a land-based company, we have significant 

opportunities in how we manage our natural and working lands including investing in healthy soils that sequester and store CO2, 

and enhance resiliency in the face of a changing climate.  

A key focus has been to outline how we do this 

as a group. Over the past 18 months, working 

groups of key stakeholders, including family 

members, senior leadership, and employees 

across the company, helped co-create the 

components of the Resiliency Plan in four 

areas: Climate Positivity by 2050, Water 

Quality and Conservation, Land Use, and 

Social Impact & Diversity. Through extensive 

research and collaboration, the working 

groups have also contributed innovative 

strategies and tactics to help achieve each 

goal and its supporting targets. 

The Sustainability Team, in partnership with Corporate Communications and PR, is currently preparing an expansive promotional 

campaign to unveil the Resiliency Plan to our employees, local communities, key trade, distribution, supply chain, and media 

partners across the globe. Please watch for more news on this important initiative later this spring and summer.

JFW RESILIENCY PLAN LAUNCHING IN 2021

Cover crop at Bloomfield Vineyard

A falcon surveys the territory at Carmel Road.
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LA CREMA SAUVIGNON BLANC  
CONTINUES TO SHINE

Over the last 40 years, La Crema has established itself as a powerhouse of cool climate Pinot Noir and Chardonnay. Last year, 

in a strategic move to meet consumer demand for crisp, bright wines, La Crema released its first Sauvignon Blanc. Sourced 

from some of Sonoma County’s warmer sub-regions, including Knights Valley, Alexander Valley, and Dry Creek Valley, the 

wine has been an immediate success, garnering 90+ point scores from both Wine Spectator and Wine Enthusiast.

La Crema released 13,000 cases of Sauvignon Blanc to market at the end of June 2020, and by August, nearly all were 

depleted. Wine.com sold five cases within the first week, and Safeway/Albertson’s sold 1,800 bottles within the first two 

weeks. A recent statistic from consumer data analytics firm Catalina reported 52% of people who purchased the wine were 

new to the La Crema brand.

With the 2019 vintage now sold out, the La Crema team is preparing to release the 2020 vintage this March. This is an exciting 

time for La Crema as it continues to extend its strong brand position in a new high-growth category.

La Crema Sauvignon Blanc
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KENDALL-JACKSON GROCERY  
WORKER’S RELIEF FUND

This past August, Kendall-Jackson partnered with United Way to launch the Grocery Worker’s Relief Fund, a program designed 

to provide much-needed emergency relief to frontline grocery workers affected by the COVID-19 pandemic. Grocery stores 

have been an integral part of Kendall-Jackson’s success, and the relief fund supports grocery workers who continue to risk 

their health and safety to stock shelves and keep stores safe for customers. 

The Grocery Worker’s Relief Fund provides emergency support to grocery workers with urgent financial needs, while 

connecting them to additional local resources through the 211 network, a national social services helpline. Since its launch in 

August 2020, the fund has raised a total of $535K and will help over 1,100 families and individuals through the holiday season. 

“Grocery workers are an essential part of Kendall-Jackson’s success. They form the backbone of our business and are a 

direct extension of the Kendall-Jackson family,” says Barbara Banke, Chairman and Proprietor of Jackson Family Wines. 

“By launching the Grocery Worker’s Relief Fund, we can provide immediate relief to the workers who have supported us for 

nearly 40 years and need it now, more than ever.”

Learn more about the Grocery Worker’s Relief Fund here. 
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https://www.unitedway.org//our-partners/partner-with-us/cause-marketing/grocery-workers-relief-fund?utm_source=direct&utm_medium=web&utm_campaign=groceryrelief


GREG BREWER HONORED AS  
2020 WINEMAKER OF THE YEAR

Recognized for producing some of the most highly 

acclaimed Chardonnay and Pinot Noir in California, 

and a relentless passion and advocacy for the Sta. 

Rita Hills winegrowing region, Winemaker Greg 

Brewer is an industry superstar. In 2020, as he 

celebrated his 25th vintage as winemaker for Brewer-

Clifton, Greg was named 2020 Winemaker of the 

Year by Wine Enthusiast Magazine. Greg is the first 

winemaker from Santa Barbara County to win the 

prestigious award, which recognizes individuals 

who make outstanding contributions to the global  

wine industry.

“The honor I feel receiving this award is only rivaled by 

that which I have felt to represent the Sta. Rita Hills 

of Santa Barbara County for the entirety of my 30-

year career,” says Greg. “It has been the opportunity 

of a lifetime to steadfastly espouse myself to this 

marine-driven landscape that has transcended a 

vocation to ultimately become my identity.”

With a career spanning three decades, Greg has 

been firmly rooted in the Sta. Rita Hills appellation 

since he cofounded Brewer-Clifton winery in 1996. 

Thanks to his resolute dedication to map, define, and 

establish the appellation, Sta. Rita Hills was formally 

granted AVA status in 2001. He has also been a 

committed ambassador for the entire Santa Barbara 

County wine community. 

“While this tremendous acknowledgment is 

associated with my name, it is ultimately a 

recognition of this unique appellation and colleagues 

within that I will loyally serve, nurture and promote 

for the rest of my life,” says Greg. “Fueled by this 

monumental accolade we will collectively push the 

limits even further to best demonstrate our voice of 

place around the world.”

Greg is the winemaker for Brewer-Clifton, diatom, and Ex Post Facto.
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JACKSON FAMILY WINES ACQUIRES  
GIANT STEPS WINERY

“The acquisition of Giant Steps reflects our long-term vision and commitment to investing in the future of the company and industry—

key tenets upon which the company was established,” says CEO Rick Tigner. “We’ve always believed our path forward means 

keeping the broader vision for JFW in sight, and our purchase of Giant Steps is an example of this.”

Since its first release in 2003, Giant Steps has been awarded 34 trophies and over 100 gold medals at major international and 

domestic wine shows. The winery is Five-Star Rated by the Halliday Wine Companion and has been named one of the “Top 100 

Wineries” in the world by Wine & Spirits Magazine for the last six years. 

“This is a remarkable new chapter for Giant Steps,” says Phil Sexton, who will stay on as founder and general manager, along with 

Steve Flamsteed as winemaker. “The Jackson family has demonstrated an invaluable commitment to the Australian wine community 

over the last two decades, and we feel confident in our shared vision for the winery’s future.”

Last August, Jackson Family Wines 

acquired Giant Steps winery in Australia’s 

Yarra Valley. Recognized as a world-class 

producer of single vineyard Chardonnay 

and Pinot Noir, Giant Steps is an exciting 

addition to JFW’s Australia portfolio, 

which includes Yangarra Estate Vineyard 

and Hickinbotham Clarendon Vineyard, 

both in McLaren Vale.

Founded in 1997 by Phil Sexton, with 

Winemaker Steve Flamsteed at the helm 

since 2003, Giant Steps is recognized 

globally for producing single vineyard 

wines that exemplify each site. The 

winery is considered one of the most 

progressive in Australia, and its highly 

anticipated wines are considered 

benchmarks for the Yarra Valley. 
Giant Steps, Applejack Vineyard, Yarra Valley, Australia
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https://www.giantstepswine.com.au/



